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From a strikingly original voice in fiction comes the story of Artemis Fowl, a very unusual hero.
Artemis combines the astuteness of Sherlock Holmes with the sangfroid of James Bond and the
attitude of Attila the Hun. But even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a
fairy, Captain Holly Short of LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories. These
fairies are armed and they're dangerous. Artemis thinks he's got them just where he wants them,
but then they stop playing by the rules . . .Full of unexpected twists and turns, ARTEMIS FOWL
opens up a riveting world of magic, mystery, and humor.

"A new thriller fairy tale will grab your interest, no matter what your age."--The New York
Post"Kids will absolutely love it."--Diane Sawyer, Good Morning AmericaFrom the Inside
FlapFrom a strikingly original voice in fiction comes the story of Artemis Fowl, a very unusual
hero. Artemis combines the astuteness of Sherlock Holmes with the sangfroid of James Bond
and the attitude of Attila the Hun. But even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he
kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories.
These fairies are armed and they're dangerous. Artemis thinks he's got them just where he
wants them, but then they stop playing by the rules . . .Full of unexpected twists and turns,
ARTEMIS FOWL opens up a riveting world of magic, mystery, and humor.About the AuthorEOIN
COLFER is a former elementary school teacher who became a publishing phenomenon with the
New York Times bestsellers Artemis Fowl and Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident. Previously, he
has written several other bestsellers in Ireland, including The Wish List.From AudioFile[Editor's
Note: This is a combined review with THE ARCTIC INCIDENT and THE ETERNITY CODE.]--
Colfer's series features two complex societies: the wealthy, if felonious, above-ground world of
the human Fowl family and the elaborate, technologically advanced underground world of the
fairies. Artemis Fowl, the 12-year-old scion of a famous Irish crime family, sets out to restore the
ancestral fortunes depleted by his father's supposed death at the hands of the Russian mafia.
The young criminal mastermind's plan rests on the kidnap and ransom of a fairy. The ransom
demanded will be fairy gold. Into this world of adventure, corruption, and extraordinary
technology comes narrator Nathaniel Parker, who has a distinct voice for everyone--from the
young Master Fowl to the kidnapped LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police) Captain Holly Short
and the astonishing computer genius of the fairy world, the centaur Foaly. Parker creates a
complete pantheon of accents and pacing to complement Colfer's worlds. The sequels, in which
Artemis--strangely developing what appears to be a conscience--invokes the help of the fairies
to save his father (THE ARCTIC INCIDENT) and to rescue both the humans and fairies from the
evil Jon Spiro (THE ETERNITY CODE) maintain the impeccable voicing and pacing developed
in the first book. The recurring characters are instantly recognizable from one book to the next,



encouraging the listener to suspend disbelief and become completely immersed in the
escapades, often laced with humor, of Artemis and his various companions. While the
pronunciation the Vietnamese surname "Nguyen" may startle some listeners, and the 1940s-
style Asian accent is somewhat stereotypical, this does nothing to diminish the rip-roaring
adventure. Parker's splendid narration should lead to family listening that might just encourage
discussion of truth, friendship, and loyalty. S.G. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award ©
AudioFile 2004, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, MaineRead more
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Chase, “decent antihero ya. I enjoyed the book! A little YA for me, but still fun to read! It’s neat
being on the other side of good and bad for once! Movie actually did a decent job too!!”

Tracey O'Kelly, “Amazing story!!. Love these books and they just get better as you re-read them.
So interesting and well written!  Love the whole series.”

Roe Adams, “Sheer delight. Outstanding, what an excellent first book! Much fun! Loved the book
even more then the movie (except for Dame Judi Dench of course)”

Jeremy Rodden, Author, “Ocean's 11 with faeries!. Why I Think Boys May Enjoy ThisIf ever there
was a book series that could be used to introduce the concept of “anti-hero” to a middle grade
audience, it is Artemis Fowl (or, you know, my novella Anchihiiroo – Origin of an Antihero, but I
digress). Artemis Fowl II, in the debut book of this series, is the very definition of someone willing
to do anything it takes (even a little kidnapping and ransom-demanding) for what is ultimately a
good cause (trying to save his mother). One of my favorite things about this series is that
Artemis, being a genius, has a very large vocabulary. The diction in this book is a lot more
advanced and complex than many other middle grade books and I personally used it as a
benchmark in my own writing for not talking down to a young audience (which I find many, many
middle grade and even young adult books do). Colfer has found that great sweet spot to
challenge young readers without dismissing their capabilities.That being said, the story is a
simple one that is very easy and fun to follow. The basic frame of the story follows the “heist”
format. There are twists and turns and plans on top of plans. Sometimes they work and
sometimes they fail. Sometimes they seem to fail but end up working (think of a fairy tale version
of Ocean’s 11). Apparently Colfer himself has referred to it as “Die Hard with fairies” with which I
can’t argue. Colfer has created his own sub-society of magical fairy creatures that presents the
underlying mystery and magic to the series. At the same time, Artemis is a regular (well, as
regular as a multi-millionaire genius pre-teen with a bit of an evil mastermind complex can be)
human kid who breaks open the mysteries of this underworld.When I first discovered this series
years ago, I was excited to find a middle grade series that had a protagonist that wasn’t your
bubbly “chosen one” stereotype. Artemis, due to his intelligence and resources, is way deeper
and more complex than your typical middle grade hero. That alone is worth a read. Couple that
with a fun and colorful underworld full of faeries, gnomes, and other supernatural beings and it’s
a can’t-miss.Content/AppropriatenessThis book is more than appropriate for the youngest of
readers. Any violence is cartoonish in nature, for the most part. There are no language or sexual
content concerns either.As the series goes on, there are points that get a little darker, but never
does Colfer waver from the PG family friendly nature of this first book.As an aside: there is also a
wonderful graphic novel adaptation of this first book that can serve to help a struggling reader or
a reader who might need a little more visual aides (or just someone who really likes graphic



novels!).Rating5/5 Giant Cartoon Mallets from Toonopolis, The Blog's Books for Boys Review”

Dmtcer (Kim), “Artemis Fowl - scary smart kid, total mastermind!. I loved this book. I purchased it
years ago and forgot about it. As a former bookseller, kids came in droves for this series, then,
as a librarian, kids continually checked it out, but I never read it until now. Perfect for middle aged/
YA readers. Lets face it, Artemis Fowl is a rich, pampered brilliant bad boy. He's not a great role
model, and yet his thought process is a bit like Sherlock Holmes; he is completely thorough and
prepared.The Fowl fortune took a big hit when his father, Artemis, invested (unwisely) in
shipping to Russia after the communist break-up. the Russian mafia was not pleased and blew
his ship out of the water, taking a good portion of the family's investment and Artemis senior with
it. Artemis mother, delicate in nature, took to her bed and young Artemis is left to his own
devices, for the most part. He decides that he needs to restore some of the family fortune, and
decides finding that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow is his answer. He tracks down and
deciphers The Book; the bible of fairies, and he captures a fairy - except he probably chose the
wrong fairy for this endeavor.Holly Short was technically an elf, fairy, and leprechaun by trade
(LEPrecon). Trying to make her way in a male dominated field, Holly allows her "magic" to slide
by not performing the Ritual which would keep her powers intact. When she goes missing,
Commander Root is not going to stop until Holly is safe. It's a test of wills, wits, skills, and magic
between Artemis Fowl and the entire LEPrecon force.I get the attraction for kids. It's a fun,
rollicking masterminded adventure for kids. Not to be taken too seriously, yet it provides fun
entertainment and ignites the power of imagination.I was given a copy by NetGalley to review;
the book was actually published in 2001, and a movie is currently being made, reigniting interest
for young readers and movie goers. I found it fun, easy reading for middle grade readers.”

Phyllis, “Interesting. Pleasurable reading.”

Cesar, “Good. Good read”

alex browne, “Clever Childrens Book, Essential to Any Childs Collection.. I read this book as a
child and loved it so much. I bought this copy for my younger cousin who's favourite thing is
reading. Also, as the main character is Irish I thought she'd get a kick out of it. It's a bit more
difficult reading for an 8 year old so you might need to help with some words but it's worth it for
the rich complexity of the story. Buy this book before you even attempt to let your child see the
horror show that Disney turned it into on screen. They made what is a clever childrens book into
a generic and watered down film that couldn't even engage someone who is tied to a chair and
forced to watch it. (Obviously a touchy subject for this lover of the original book!) Great book,
can't recommend it enough.”

John M, “Thrilled youngster/ parent less sure...... Artemis Fowl is a young genius that has
acquired an ancient textbook of fairy magic and uses it to steal fairy gold. However, the fairy



kingdom, full of fairies, goblins, centaurs and trolls etc. fight back against Artemis and his very
strong side kick/ servant Butler. Plenty of technology speak in this fantasy story.My son loved it,
with the technology, fantasy, fighting etc. and the jokey, sarcastic prose and dialogue. Personally
I thought the writing was a bit repetitive, the story a bit thin, with the whole set up and
background to Artemis and his situation not really well explained. Major suspension of disbelief
required, and although it is good to encourage (any) reading, the writing wasn't of a good
standard. However, this is a book aimed at children/early teens and so should be judged as
such.”

cata, “Much better than the film. I was curious about the book when I saw the advertisement for
the film and more curious after watching it. I had the distinct feeling it had been dealt a similar
hand as the Percy Jackson series in terms of ...film development.As expected the book was a
pleasant surprise and I only wished I had read it as a child growing up (no doubt it would have
encouraged an exciting villainous career) but even for an adult the book is witty with both
intriguing and comical takes on creatures and tales many of us have grown with.It's a light read
the kind we all need sometimes, one I'd recommend to any Percy Jackson fans and an aptitude
for villainy.”

The book by Gene Zion has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 5,586 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
Item Weight: 7.2 ounces
Dimensions: 5.09 x 1.11 x 5.93 inches
Audio CD: 1 pages
Hardcover: 1200 pages
Paperback: 116 pages
Reading age: 11 - 12 years, from customers
Grade level: 5 - 9
Lexile measure: 990L
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